
From: Feingold, Stephanie R.
To: Freedom of Information Act, GS-D-EI_
Cc: McGahren, John; Orlando, Patricia
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: SL Industries FOIA: USGS-2019-00173: Request to narrow scope (ATTN - Brian May)
Date: Friday, December 20, 2019 1:27:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of Pennsauken Warehouse Files.xlsx

Dear Mr. May -
 
I write in response to the November 22, 2019 email to John McGahren of this firm from Patricia
Orlando, below, concerning USGS’s request to narrow the scope of FOIA: USGS-2019-00173. 
 
We agree that we wish to ensure our request is not placed on the “Exceptional/Voluminous” track
described in your message, and have sought to narrow the scope of our request to avoid such a
result.
 
After reviewing the box index attached to your message, we would be willing to narrow the scope of
FOIA: USGS-2019-00173 to: (a)  request all information and data held in the Pennsauken Warehouse
Files boxes identified by Accession Numbers NJ0507, NJ0642, NJ0811, NJ0817, NJ0821, NJ0897, and
NJ0956, and (b) any additional documents concerning the following: (i) the funding agreement
between the USGS and the City of Camden relating to the design of the proposed City of Camden
Waste Water Treatment Plant (and any associated work performed by USGS), and (ii) any specific
assessment performed by or on behalf of USGS concerning the model that CDM prepared for the
Puschak Wellfield site/vicinity.   
 
Because this index does not include all of the 32 boxes identified (nor does it contain descriptions of
several of the boxes listed), we could not determine whether the topics in (i) and (ii) would be
captured in these boxes.
 
I would appreciate the opportunity to speak with you to ascertain whether this narrowing is
sufficient to avoid being placed on the “Exceptional/Voluminous” track, or if there is any additional
information we can provide that would assist you in locating documents and information in the
specific subtopics requested.

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions or concerns.
 
Thank you,
Stephanie Feingold
 
 
Stephanie R. Feingold
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
502 Carnegie Center | Princeton, NJ 08540-6289
Direct: +1.609.919.6643 | Main: +1.609.919.6600 | Fax: +1.609.919.6701 
-and-
101 Park Avenue | New York, NY 10178-0060
Direct: +1.212.309.1409 | Main: +1.212.309.6000 | Fax: +1.212.309.6001 

stephanie.feingold@morganlewis.com | www.morganlewis.com
Assistant: Tangi Holmes-Cummings | Direct: +1.609.919.6713 | tangi.holmes-cummings@morganlewis.com
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		ACCESSION NUMBER		DATE ENTERED		PROJECT ACCOUNT NO		PROJECT NAME		PROJECT CHIEF		DESCRIPTION		NUMBER OF BOXES		NEW LOCATION

		NJ0444		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER		SEVER-TRENT LAB ANALYSTICAL REPORTS, EMSL ANALYTICAL REPORTS				Row E Shelf 1D

		NJ0445		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER				2 of 8		Row E Shelf 1D

		NJ0446		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER		REPORTS OF PENNSAUKEN LANDFIL; JC ANDERSON ASSOCIATION; WY 1986 - 1991		3 of 5		Row E Shelf 1D

		NJ0451		4/22/11				PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER		FIELD NOTES & PRIMARY SUMMARIES; WY 1999 - 2002; GW		4 of 5		Row E Shelf 1D

		NJ0460		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER				6 of 8		Row E Shelf 1E

		NJ0461		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER		GW; SUPPLIMENTING DOCUMETION FOR QW DATA; WY 1999 - 2001; COCs ANALSTICAL RESULTS TO REPORTS		2 of 5		Row E Shelf 1E

		NJ0463		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER				5 of 8		Row E Shelf 1E

		NJ0464		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER				8 of 8		Row E Shelf 1E

		NJ0465		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER		SEVERN TRENT LAB ANALYTICAL REPORTS				Row E Shelf 1E

		NJ0467		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD						3 of 8		Row E Shelf 1E

		NJ0507		4/22/11				PUCHACH WELL FIELD		POPE		MODELING RELATED INFO; PEA DATA; MODELING REPORT REVIEW COPIES; DVD OF MODELING DATA MODE				Row E Shelf 2C

		NJ0529		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER				4 of 8		Row E Shelf 2D

		NJ0563		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER				1 of 8		Row E Shelf 3B

		NJ0564		4/22/11		17000		PUCHACH WELL FIELD		WALKER				7 of 8		Row E Shelf 3B

		NJ0636		6/23/11		1700		PUCHACK WELL FIELD		WALKER		GROUND WATER; WATER QUALITY ORIGINAL WELL SKETCHES		3 of 4		Row E Shelf 4B

		NJ0638		6/23/11		1700		PUCHACK WELL FIELDS		WALKER		GROUND WATER; WATER QUALITY				Row E Shelf 4B

		NJ0641		6/23/11		1700		PENNSAUKEN WELL FIELD		WALKER				4 of 4		Row E Shelf 4B

		NJ0642		6/23/11		1700		PUCHACK WELL FIELD		WALKER/ BARRINGER		GROUND WATER; WATER QUALITY; REPORTS CDM		1 of 4		Row E Shelf 4B

		NJ0759		7/18/11		15300		PENNSAUKEN		WALKER		QW; GW; NJ DOH LAB RESULTS				Row D, Shelf 1E

		NJ0807		7/26/11				PUCHACH MUDDING REPORT				REVIEW COPIES; DVD OF DATA FILES				Row D, Shelf 2C

		NJ0811		7/26/11				PENNSAUKEN MODELING		POPE		MODEL NOTES; RUN FILES; GROUND WATER; INTERPRETIVE DATA		2 of 2		Row D, Shelf 2C

		NJ0817		7/26/11				PENNSAUKEN MODELING		POPE		REPORTS; PEA; SCENARIOS; PROJECT NOTES; GROUND WATER; INTERPRETIVE DATA		1 of 2		Row D, Shelf 2D

		NJ0821		7/26/11				PUCHACH WELL FIELD (PENNSAUKEN, NJ)		WALKER		DATA FROM MISC SITE INVESTIGATIONS				Row D, Shelf 2D

		NJ0896		7/29/13		17000		Puchack		R. Walker		Field notes--qw sampling 1997-2000		1		A3C

		NJ0897		7/29/13		ABA04		Puchack		D. Buxton		GW Model 2001 - 2007		1		A3C

		NJ0956		7/31/13		ABA04		Pennsauken/Puchack Superfund		A.Navoy		EPA reports/plans/remediation		1		A3C















 

 
From: porlando@usgs.gov On Behalf Of Freedom of Information Act, GS-D-EI_
Sent: Friday, November 22, 2019 5:56 PM
To: McGahren, John 
Cc: GS-D-EI_ Freedom of Information Act 
Subject: FOIA: USGS-2019-00173: Request to narrow scope
 
 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL]
Dear Mr. McGahren,
 
We are writing regarding USGS FOIA Tracking #2019-00173. As we discussed in our
phone conversation earlier today, we have conducted a preliminary search for records
responsive to your request. We have discovered a large volume of records. As we
discussed, we are providing you some preliminary information so that you can
provide a more narrow scope to your request.
 
Your have requested the following information:
 

All documents and data concerning the USGS's investigation and modeling of
the Puchack Well Field Superfund Site in Pennsuken, New Jersey, EPA ID
#NJ981084767.
 

The FOIA requires that requests describe the records sought with sufficient detail to
allow an agency employee familiar with the subject area of the request to locate the
records with a reasonable amount of effort. We have conferred with the appropriate
USGS Regions and Science Centers and find that your request does not adequately
describe the records sought; therefore, we are unable to proceed with the processing
of this request. If you wish to pursue your request, please consider the following:
 

In summary, multiple projects were performed in the area between 1996 and
2012 resulting in seven relevant publications. The following is a list of those
publications with links to the online documents.

1. Hydrostratigraphy, Soil/Sediment Chemistry, and Water Quality,
Potomac-Raritan-Magothy Aquifer System, Puchack Well Field Superfund
Site and Vicinity, Pennsauken Township, Camden County, New Jersey,
1997–2001

2. Recovery of Ground-Water Levels from 1988 to 2003 and Analysis of
Effects of 2003 and Full-Allocation Withdrawals in Critical Area 2,
Southern New Jersey

3. Vulnerability of Production Wells in the Potomac-Raritan-Magothy
Aquifer System to Saltwater Intrusion from the Delaware River in
Camden, Gloucester, and Salem Counties, New Jersey

4. Use of a Ground-Water Flow Model to Delineate Contributing Areas to the
Puchack Well Field, Pennsauken Township and Vicinity, Camden County ,
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New Jersey
5. Simulation of ground-water flow in the Potomac-Raritan- Magothy

Aquifer System, Pennsauken Township and Vicinity,· New Jersey
6. WRI 2003-4247 "Reconnaissance of Hydrogeology and Ground-Water

Quality in Pennsauken Township and Vicinity, Camden County, New
Jersey 1996-98

7. Effects of Pumping on Ground-Water Flow Near Water-Supply Wells in
the Lower Potomac-Raritan-Magothy Aquifer, Pennsauken Township,
Camden County, New Jersey

The water quality and water level data for Puchack study wells can be found
online (link) from the National Water Information System (NWIS). This data is
available for you to download now. If you have any difficulty downloading this
data please feel free to contact me and I would be happy to help.
 
We have identified approximately 32 boxes of potentially responsive records, in
addition to about 50 GB of digital data that would need to be searched and
reviewed. I have attached an itemized list of several of those boxes so you can
see the records description.

 
As written, your request is overly broad and unduly burdensome because of the
amount of time USGS employees would expend searching for and organizing
responsive records.
 
In our email dated July 16, 2019, "Acknowledgment of your FOIA request," we
informed you that we use Multitrack Processing to process requests. At this time, your
request falls into the Complex processing track. However, if more than 3,000 pages
of records are located, this would change the processing of the request from the
Complex to the Exceptional/Voluminous track. We prefer to avoid moving your
request to the Exceptional/Voluminous processing track because of our FOIA backlog.
We currently have three Exceptional/Voluminous requests open which date back to
2016. Based on the information provided above, if we proceed with your current
request, it's likely to be moved to the Exceptional/Voluminous processing track, and it
could take several years to process your request, (approximately 36-48 months).
 
We will begin processing your request following your response to this email. You may
provide a time frame, narrow the scope, define specific projects, or request that we
move forward on the original request, (with the understanding that the request will
likely switch processing tracks and accrue costs in excess of what you have agreed to
pay). If you do not respond to this request within 20 workdays after the date of this
letter, by December 20, 2019, we will presume that you are no longer interested in
pursuing your request and will close the file on your request. See 43 C.F.R. § 2.5(d).
 
Please review the provided information and consider that you may want to limit the
scope of your request, which may enable us to process it more quickly, or agree to an
alternative time period for processing, by communicating with us or our USGS FOIA
Public Liaison, Mr. Brian May. He can be reached at:
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__waterdata.usgs.gov_nj_nwis_inventory-3Fsearch-5Fstation-5Fnm-3DPuchack-26search-5Fstation-5Fnm-5Fmatch-5Ftype-3Danywhere-26county-5Fcd-3D34007-26site-5Ftp-5Fcd-3DGW-26format-3Dstation-5Flist-26group-5Fkey-3DNONE-26list-5Fof-5Fsearch-5Fcriteria-3Dcounty-5Fcd-252Csearch-5Fstation-5Fnm-252Csite-5Ftp-5Fcd%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3DwbMekZ1iboz3wtx3lILI8YgCUSSh7g3G58syakvKORs%26r%3Dn6O4JFsUBBpD06fwEO8kNkxRkNulmMJ6LAWXkTPzzL0%26m%3DdMmuZGMxjr3o_zGvVuvxQ06dmtR0gKMV7rAyKrclBR4%26s%3Ddq4MofmX29wAEG6gzLeWorEagnfJtIw2j4kQjprS6hE%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cbkraft%40ramboll.com%7Ced1d6d6c61d549f2c29c08d784be1f9f%7Cc8823c91be814f89b0246c3dd789c106%7C0%7C0%7C637123824474488003&sdata=BZdSrbuSOFGc%2FqKqRYnkAO948HktJGlw7c1fY70O5so%3D&reserved=0


U.S. Geological Survey
FOIA Public Liaison
Post Office Box 411
Bel Air, Maryland 21014
Telephone: (443) 750-2620
Fax: (443) 498-5510
Email: foia@usgs.gov

 
You may also seek dispute resolution services from the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS). If you choose to contact OGIS, you may do so in any of
the following ways:
 

Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road - OGIS
College Park, Maryland 20740-6001
Telephone: (202) 741-5770
Toll-free: 1 (877) 684-6448
Fax: (202) 741-5769
Email: ogis@nara.gov

Web: https://ogis.archives.gov
 
You may appeal this response to the Department's FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer.
If you choose to appeal, the FOIA Privacy Act Appeals Officer must receive your FOIA
appeal no later than 90 workdays from the date of this letter. Appeals arriving or
delivered after 5 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday, will be deemed received
on the next workday.
 
Your appeal must be made in writing. You may submit your appeal and
accompanying materials to the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer by mail, courier
service, fax, or email. All communications concerning your appeal should be clearly
marked with the words: "FREEDOM OF INFORMATION APPEAL." You must include
an explanation of why you believe the USGS's response is in error. You must also
include with your appeal copies of all correspondence between you and USGS
concerning your FOIA request, including your original FOIA request and USGS's
response. Failure to include with your appeal all correspondence between you and
USGS will result in the Department's rejection of your appeal, unless the
FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer determines (in the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals
Officer's sole discretion) that good cause exists to accept the defective appeal.
 
Please include your name and daytime telephone number (or the name and telephone
number of an appropriate contact), email address, and fax number (if available) in

mailto:foia@usgs.gov
mailto:ogis@nara.gov
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Furldefense.proofpoint.com-252Fv2-252Furl-253Fu-253Dhttps-2D3A-5F-5Fogis.archives.gov-5F-2526d-253DDwMFaQ-2526c-253DwbMekZ1iboz3wtx3lILI8YgCUSSh7g3G58syakvKORs-2526r-253Dn6O4JFsUBBpD06fwEO8kNkxRkNulmMJ6LAWXkTPzzL0-2526m-253DdMmuZGMxjr3o-5FzGvVuvxQ06dmtR0gKMV7rAyKrclBR4-2526s-253DAuqep2rbU3apU1s2ZFM6l1DLTAXiZ4O1b4m7eBHYy8Q-2526e-253D-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cbkraft-2540ramboll.com-257Ced1d6d6c61d549f2c29c08d784be1f9f-257Cc8823c91be814f89b0246c3dd789c106-257C0-257C0-257C637123824474488003-26sdata-3DgzJ88bK3GYgcu9GzydIjsz8TZyU3Q3C-252FRM2VIdM3-252FK0-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMGaQ&c=wbMekZ1iboz3wtx3lILI8YgCUSSh7g3G58syakvKORs&r=xRZPr5t6JxJhdIlKHy3i94Hxj2gF_av9-cDPy04ePV5UF6vOZoVXixEdm4e-oVEd&m=CS7eC-8gfJqXR5j9nlc_aBmIJgY-tORMUgu99Gh-iYU&s=ZZbLLf-F2aiqzpf2nHXYloW8to5wnZTuFxR34hFF35o&e=


case the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer needs additional information or
clarification of your appeal.
 
DOI FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Office Contact Information
 

Department of the Interior
Office of the Solicitor
Attn: FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Office
1849 C Street, N.W.
MS-6556 MIB
Washington, D.C. 20240
Telephone: (202) 208-5339
Fax: (202) 208-6677
Email: FOIA.Appeals@sol.doi.gov

 
Please note that using OGIS services does not affect the timing of filing an appeal with
the Department's FOIA and Privacy Act Appeals Officer.
 
If you would like to discuss this email request, or have any other questions or
concerns regarding your request, please contact me by phone at (916) 278-3008 or by
email at foia@usgs.gov.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Orlando
Water Mission Area FOIA Coordinator
U.S. Geological Survey
Department of Interior
6000 J Street - Placer Hall
Sacramento, CA 95819
(916) 278-3008 Office
foia@usgs.gov

DISCLAIMER
This e-mail message is intended only for the personal use
of the recipient(s) named above. This message may be an
attorney-client communication and as such privileged and
confidential and/or it may include attorney work product.
If you are not an intended recipient, you may not review,
copy or distribute this message. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by
e-mail and delete the original message.
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